
  
Minutes of the May 18, 2026 

 Montclair Public Library Board of Trustees Meeting 
  
  
The 2213th meeting of the Montclair Public Library Board of Trustees was held on 
Monday, May 18, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in accordance with New Jersey Law. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President JoAnn McCullough at 7:05 p.m.  
 
Open Meetings Act: 
President JoAnn McCullough announced that the meeting was in compliance with 
the Open Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was posted on the Library website, in 
the Library, at the Municipal Building. Notice of the change of venue to a virtual 
meeting was posted on the Library website, in the Library and at the Municipal 
Building. 
 
Roll Call: 
Board Members Present: JoAnn McCullough, Presiding, Andrew Silver, Diana Lunin,  
Brian Clarkson, Theodore Graham and Lilian Ferguson  
 
Board Members Absent: Erika Pierce 
 
Library Staff Present: Director Radwa Ali, Recording Secretary Linda Welch 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The Minutes of the April 20, 2026 regular meeting stood approved. Brian Clarkson made the 
motion and Diana Lunin seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Presidents’ Report:  JoAnn McCullough 
There are 2 open positions on the MPL Board of Trustees.  The Mayor is working to help 
us fill those positions. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
Brian Clarkson presented the Treasurer’s Report: 
Brian Clarkson moved for the adoption of Resolution #26-28 Approving the Bills and 
Payables between the April 20, 2026 and May 18, 2026 Board of Trustees meetings be 
approved and the itemized summary be made part of the minutes and Theodore Graham 
seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Diana Lunin moved for the adoption of Resolution #26-29 Pre-Approving Bills and 
Payables due between the May 18, 2026 and June 15, 2026 Board of Trustees meetings 
be approved and the itemized summary be made part of the minutes and Brian Clarkson 
seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Theodore Graham moved for the adoption of Resolution #26-30 Approving the April 2026 Bank 



Reconciliation Statements and Diana Lunin seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Reports from Support Organizations: 
Montclair Public Library Foundation - Mary Packer 
New Jersey Keys to Tenancy Project 
On Sunday, May 31 the Library is hosting a “Keys to Tenancy” event. This program is the 
culmination of a grant-funded project to educate tenants about housing rights and laws. 
Information and materials were developed by the Library and will be distributed statewide 
through the library system and via organizations with a housing advocacy focus. Partners 
for Health and the NJ State Bar Foundation funded the project through grants submitted by 
the Foundation. 
 
“Our Journeys - 50 Years After the Fall” Exhibit on display through June 3  
A special exhibit by the Vietnamese Boat People, Our Journeys is inspired by the 
interviews and content generated by their podcast and programs. It is developed around 
the core concept that a story passed down is a gift - something given to another with 
intention and without obligation. For a community whose stories have often been told by 
others, this traveling exhibit seeks to forefront the Vietnamese diaspora as narrators of 
their own story and as it travels, to educate broader audiences on the Vietnamese 
diaspora experience. The exhibit was made possible in part through funding from the 
Foundation. 
 
Summer Reading and Summer Lunches 
MPL’s Summer Reading program is being funded for the second year in a row by a grant 
from the Turner Family Foundation. Summer Reading kicks off with an event on Saturday, 
June 27 at 10:30 am and will run through September 4. Through a partnership with Toni’s 
Kitchen, MPL provides free lunch for approximately 40 students each weekday throughout 
the summer. The Foundation is currently seeking sponsorship or in-kind donations 
to cover the two-week period in August when Toni’s Kitchen will be closed for a 
well-deserved break. 
 
Other updates: 

●​ The final Open Book / Open Mind program of an extraordinary season will take 
place on June 4. Ann Patchett will be speaking with Jeanine Cummins about her 
new book, Whistler, to a sold- out audience of 600. At the end of the season, the 
Foundation will launch a campaign for new and renewed members of the Open 
Book / Open Mind Underwriters for 2026-2027. The Underwriters are a small group 
of donors that support this signature program through a yearly contribution of 
$1,000 each. 

●​ The Foundation is planning a Donor Appreciation Reception for the end of June and 
we hope that all Trustees can attend. Tentatively scheduled for June 22 or 23, we 
are in the process of booking the Avis Campbell Garden for the event. We hope we 
will have much to celebrate with the Library’s long-time supporters! 

 
Montclair Library Friends: Adam Grace 



The two volunteer orientations that were held during National Library Week were a huge 
success. 

●​ 25 people attended the information sessions.   
●​ 29 people attended the shelf reading and weeding training sessions. 

 
The Friends continue to work the Welcome Desk, assist with the “Our Journeys - 50 Years 
After the Fall” Exhibit installation and volunteer with the Open Book / Open Minds events. 
 
Friends of the Bellevue Avenue Library:  Cordelia Siporin  

●​ The Friends book sale is scheduled for Saturday May 23.  
●​ Cordelia is meeting with the MPL Foundation to discuss the September Book Sale. 
●​ Cordelia will continue to present Dungeons & Dragons sessions at the Bellevue 

Avenue Branch Library. 
 
Library Director Report:  Radwa Ali 
Building & Security 

●​ eTuk: Repaired after the battery replacement in April. The side panel door that 
broke during repair has been repaired at Montclair Collision. 

●​ "Happy to Chat" Benches: Installed. Will coordinate with donors for a “ribbon 
cutting” and a press release. The YMCA is also getting benches from them and they 
reached out to us to work together on this.  

●​ Fire Code Compliance: All previously cited violations have been addressed. 
●​ StoryWalk: Presented to the township Culture and Rec Committee last week and 

they are recommending accepting our proposal to the council. 
 

Operations 
●​ Precoro Procurement System: chugging along.  
●​ Audit: “Audit is currently in the review process, after review there may be a few 

items we need to dot our I's and cross our T's on. We will have an audit report for 
your June meeting.“ 

●​ New laptops purchased to replace computers at end of life in 2026. On Eric 
Lozauskas’ recommendation, we’re switching from Lenovo Thinkpads to HP 
Elitebooks. New baseline RAM going from 8gb to 16gb. 

●​ Reference desk computers can finally perform the same essential public pc 
reservation and printing functions.  

CAFE 
●​ Symphony Hall in Jersey City is the sole application for approval at the May NJEDA 

meeting.  
●​ Walkthrough with NJEDA representatives conducted Friday 5/15.  

 
Personnel​  

●​ Tilly Williams is back!  
●​ Deivis Garcia, head of youth services, is retiring. His last day will be mid-late July. 

Job description is being published this week in all the library job listservs.  
●​ Ruby Williamson, teen librarian, has resigned. Job will be posted after the new 

youth services manager begins so they can lead the search.  



●​ Walter Clark will be joining Montclair Public Library as our new Assistant Director. 
Walter brings over 20 years of public library experience to this role, including 13 
years here at MPL. Most recently he has served as Head of Circulation at Montville 
Township Public Library, where he has spent the past 10 years building and leading 
a high-performing team, modernizing operations, and developing a culture of 
collaboration and accountability. He holds a Master of Library and Information 
Science from Rutgers University. 
 

Outreach/Community 
●​ Open Book Open Mind:  

○​ The 2026 community read of "The Sum of Us" by Heather McGhee is in 
development, in partnership with Partners for Health Foundation.  

○​ Christina Baker Kline: Author event on May 11 at the Unitarian Universalists 
○​ June 4th Ann Patchett - 600 attendees expected! 

●​ Juneteenth Block Party: We are partnering with the Township Cultural Arts Advisory 
Committee on Juneteenth programming. Councilor Toler has connected us with the 
committee's new chair, and planning is underway with multiple departments. June 
20th! 

●​ Vietnamese Boat People Exhibit: Installation was completed May 2-3 with an 
opening reception on May 4.  

●​ Tenants Rights Event: May 31. "Know Your Rights" presentation, a panel 
discussion, and a networking mixer. Family Promise is moderating. 

●​ The library is getting a float for the African American Festival. 
 
Department Reports (included in Board Packet) 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business: None 
     
Public Comment:  None 
 
Adjournment: 
At 8:00 p.m. Brian Clarkson moved to adjourn the Board of Trustees meeting.  The motion 
was carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 


