
OCTOBER 2026
PROGRAMS

Unless otherwise noted, registration is not required and free. 
Register at montclairlibrary.org/events. All are welcome.

More →    

CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN AT THE LIBRARY
MPL’s Halloween festivities are sponsored, in part, by the YMCA of Montclair.

Halloween Craft Drop-In (adults)
Thursdsay, Oct. 15, 5–7 p.m., Main Library
Get creative this Halloween with a fun drop-in craft at the library!
Create a Halloween-themed charm for your bag or phone, paint a 
spooky rock, and design your own Halloween bead bracelet.

Teen Spooky Poetry Workshop (ages 12–18)
Thursdsay, Oct. 15, 5–6 p.m., Main Library
Come join us for a spooky poetry workshop! Together we’ll work on 
writing prompts, read each other works, have snacks, and hang out. 
Registration recommended.

Halloween Tote Bag Decorating (adults)
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 5–7 p.m., Main Library
Design your own festive bag to hold Halloween candy or your next 
spooky read! Stop by anytime during the program to create your bag.

Raising Readers: Costume Crew! (birth–age 5)
Thursday, Oct. 22, 10:30 a.m., Judy Weston Garden
Join us for our Raising Readers storytime, but come in your costume!

Decorate Your Own 
Trick or Treat Bag (ages 6–11)
Friday, Oct. 23, 3:30–4:30 p.m., Main Library
Prepare for the sweetest holiday of the year by
decorating your own trick or treat bag!

Tween Writing Club: Spooky Stories (ages 10–13)
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 4 p.m., Main Library
Calling all tween writers or tween aspiring writers! Join our fun group 
as we participate in creative writing exercises. Registration required. 
Feel free to come in your scariest costume!

Teen Interactive Movie: 
Corpse Bride (ages 12–18) 
Thursday, Oct. 29, 5 p.m., Main Library
Join us for some Halloween fun with a spooky inter-
active movie experience—have snacks and make 
crafts themed after Tim Burton’s Corpse Bride (PG). 
Registration required.

Halloween HullaBOO! (children & families)
Saturday, Oct. 31, 10:30 a.m.–4 p.m., Main Library
Join us for a full day of Halloween fun at the library! Visit our candy 
station for a sweet Halloween treat! Come for one activity or stay all 
day, the Children’s Room will be filled with Halloween fun.
Costumes are encouraged!
10:30 a.m.: Make & Take Crafts - Stop by and create a 
Halloween themed craft! Available while supplies last.
10:30 a.m.–2 p.m.: Dark, Dark Room - Step into our decorated 
story time room for a spooky storytelling experience! 
Stories begin every 30 minutes.
12–1 p.m.: S.T.E.M. Saturday - Join us for a Halloween-themed 
S.T.E.M. activity, Barfing Pumpkin: A Cautionary Tale!
2:30 p.m.: Spooky Storytime - Gather around for Halloween 
stories and fun.

D&D: Halloween Special (ages 9+)
Saturday, Oct. 31, 4–6 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch

Adult School Classes
Registration required. Visit www.adultschool.org to register.

The History of Kip’s Castle: 
An Eerie and Opulent Mansion
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 10:30 a.m., Main Library
Maressa MacFarlane, archivist of the Essex County 
Parks system, will cover the history of Kip’s Castle, 
the only one in Essex County, and some of its 
surprising uses over the last 120 years. 
Tuition: Free

Halloween Glass Painting Workshop
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 3 p.m., Main Library
Lauren Cirrito will show you how to paint a glass bowl or vase to 
create a spooky glass candle holder to lighten your makeshift 
Halloween dungeon. 
Tuition: $45

Book Drive
Sunday, Oct. 11, 1–6 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 12, 10 a.m.–3 p.m.

Book Sale
Thursday, Oct. 22, 12–8 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 23, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Bag Sale Day: Saturday, Oct. 24, 
10 a.m.–3 p.m.Main Library, 50 South Fullerton Avenue



ADULTS
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BOOK CLUBS
Learn English Book Club
Mondays, Oct. 5–26, 11 a.m., Main Library
Come expand your English vocabulary through great books! 
Registration required. No book club on Oct. 12.

Make Something Book Club
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m., Main Library
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 6:30 p.m., Main Library
Love books and making things? Join the Make Something Book Club, a 
relaxed gathering where participants can chat about the books they’re 
currently reading while working on a creative project. Registration required.

Everything Book Club
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 1:15 p.m., Main Library
Thursday, Oct. 8, 1:15 p.m., Main Library 
“The Ministry of Time” by Kaliane Bradley 
(two-part discussion). Registration required.

Graphic Novel Book Club (18+)
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 6 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
“Black Arms to Hold You Up” by Ben Passmore.
Registration required.

Theme of the Month Book Club
Thursday, Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m., Main Library
Looking for new books to discover and fellow readers to connect with? 
Join Theme of the Month Book Club, a monthly gathering where 
participants read a book of their choice based on a shared theme and 
come together to discuss their selections. 
September’s theme: Banned Books. Registration required.

Spicy Romance Book Club  (18+)
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 6 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
“Haunting Adeline” by H.D. Carlton

Wizards and Wormholes Book Club
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 6 p.m., Main Library
“What Moves the Dead” by T. Kingfisher. 
Registration required.

Silent Book Club Montclair
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 5 p.m., Location TBD
At Silent Book Club® there’s no assigned reading. SBC members gather 
in bars, cafés, bookstores, libraries, and online to read together in quiet 
camaraderie. All readers are welcome—ebooks or audiobooks, poetry or 
prose, fiction or non-fiction... it’s BYOBook. Registration required.

The Corner Book Club Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 29, 11 a.m., 
Bellevue Ave. Branch
“The Art Forger” by B. A. Shapiro. 
Registration required.

Mah Jongg Meetup 
Thursdays, Oct. 1–29, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.,
Saturdays, Oct. 3–31, 3–5 p.m.,
Mondays, Oct. 5–26, 11 a.m.–1 p.m., 
Bellevue Ave. Branch
Attendees should already have an understanding 
of the game and should bring their 2025 or 2026 National Mah Jongg 
League card. Registration required for each individual session.

Chess and Coffee
Thursdays, Oct. 1–20, 2–4 p.m., Main Library
Enjoy drop-in open play.

Salonette Info Session
Thursday, Oct. 1, 6:30 p.m., Main Library
Start a civic revolution from your living room! Salonettes are small,
recurring living-room conversations where neighbors gather to learn about 
the issues shaping their community and connect with local leaders.
Curious about hosting a salonette of your own? Join us to learn more!
Registration required.

Teach Yourself Mah Jongg
Mondays, Oct. 5–26, 11 a.m.–1 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
The Mah Jongg Self-Paced Learning Space provides a weekly 
opportunity for teaching yourself the basics of American Mah Jongg at 
your own pace.

Craft & Chat
Mondays, Oct. 5 & 19, 1–3 p.m., Main Library
Bring your current project and join fellow makers for a 
relaxed afternoon of creativity and conversation. 
Feel free to bring your own project or explore the 
assortment of donated craft supplies available to use!

Community Listening Session with Garden State Equality
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 6 p.m., Main Library
Join Garden State Equality for a community listening session focused on 
LGBTQ+ equality in New Jersey. 

Italian Folklore Book Chat with Dr. Gina Miele
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 6 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Join us for an author chat, discussion, and Q&A with Gina M. Miele, PhD 
about her new book, “Italian Folklore: Rituals, Celebrations, and Ancient 
Traditions.” Open to teens and adults. Registration recommended.

Farmstand Market
Wednesdays, Oct. 7 & 21, 10 a.m.–12 p.m., Main Library
Shop for locally grow vegetables right in front of the library at the curb 
every other Wednesday, sold by Montclair Community Farms. 
SNAP and FMNP/WIC accepted.

Wednesday Movie Matinees
Wednesdays, Oct. 7 & 28, 2 p.m., Main Library
Oct. 7: Lisa Frankenstein (2024)
Oct. 28: Blade (1998)

Breaking the Silence: Understanding Depression, 
Suicide, and the Power of Connection
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 6 p.m., Main Library
This presentation by Dr. Jason Dean and Dr. Rae Dumont, aims to offer 
understanding and compassion for people who struggle with mental 
illness. It offers insights and comfort to those who have loved a person 
with depression, and tried to help. Registration required.

Retirement Lunch and Learn
Thursday, Oct. 8, 12 p.m., Main Library
Come join financial consultants from Equitable 
Advisors for a lunch and learn as we discuss 
maximizing your retirement income.
Registration required.



ADULTS (CONTINUED)
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Bloomfield Mandolin Orchestra
Thursday, Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Join the Bloomfield Mandolin Orchestra for a live performance! 
Registration recommended.

Open Book / Open Mind; Heather McGhee, 
“The Sum of Us,” with Michelle Alexander
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 7 p.m., 
First Congregational Church of Montclair
An economist discusses her landmark social justice
bestseller with the author of “The New Jim Crow.”
Co-sponsored by Partners for Health Foundation.
Registration required. The first 80 people to register 
get a free copy of the book.

Women and Money Roundtable - 
How to Make Sense of Today’s Financial Markets
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 1 p.m., Online
Registration required.

Adult Craft: Make a Fun Centerpiece
Friday, Oct. 16, 4 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Come and make a fun nautical-themed centerpiece. All materials will be 
provided. Registration required.

Poetry Happy Hour
Friday, Oct. 16, 4 p.m., Main Library
Explore the poetry stacks with a small group, find something 
worthreading aloud, and talk about it over light refreshments. 
All levels welcome. Registration required.

Memory Café - A Dementia-Friendly Social Gathering
Monday, Oct. 19, 11:30 a.m., Main Library
For adults with dementia and their caregivers, this event offers a
welcoming, safe, calming space for socializing, music, art and reminiscing 
every month. Registration required.

Wellness Screenings: Blood Pressure and Blood Glucose
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 11 a.m., Main Library
First come first served, no appointment or fasting required.

Do You Speak Gabagool?
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 6 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
A lively evening of stories and conversation about Italian 
American identity, traditions, language, food, memories, 
and family life. Guest speakers, refreshments. A chance to
share, laugh, and reflect together. Registration recommended.

Book Talk: “From the Abuelas’ Window” by Nancy Burke
Thursday, Oct. 22, 6 p.m., Main Library
Join us for a book talk with author Nancy Burke about her book “From the 
Abuelas’ Window.” The novel is currently being adapted for the musical 
stage! Registration required.

Holding Court: ACOTAR 6 Pre-Release Party
Thursday, Oct. 22, 6 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Join us as we prepare for the highly anticipated sixth book in Sarah J. 
Maas’s A Court of Thorns and Roses series with faerie crafts, coloring, 
and book discussion. Registration required.

Tech Toolbox
Thursdays, Oct. 1–29, 12:30 p.m., Main Library
Tech Toolbox is a free hands-on workshop series focused on building 
real, practical digital skills. Tuition: Free

Tech Talks
Thursdays, Oct. 1–29, 3:30 p.m., Main Library
Tech Talks is a free informational series where library staff introduce 
and explain the technology topics that matter most in today’s digital 
world. Tuition: Free

Writing That Cooks: Stories from the Kitchen
Thursday, Oct. 8, 1 p.m., Main Library
Use food memories to season your stories! Tuition: $35

“Tales from Ovid” by Ted Hughes: 
A Frequently Banned Book
Saturday, Oct. 10, 11 a.m., Main Library
To celebrate Banned Books Week, we’ll be reading and discussing 
“Tales from Ovid: 24 Passages from the Metamorphoses.” Tuition: $20

Highlights from the Adult School Dept.
Registration required at www.adultschool.org.

The Winding History of School Sports:
A Unique American Invention
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2 p.m., Yogi Berra Museum
This lively talk explores the surprising history behind the uniquely 
American idea of the “student-athlete.”  Tuition: $20

Google NotebookLM for Real Life: Turn Your Sources 
Into Guides, Podcasts, and Plans
Thursday, Oct. 22, 6:15 p.m., Main Library
Turn your own trusted sources into useful, engaging content with 
Google NotebookLM. Tuition: $35

An Autumn Sicilian Dinner: Cooking Demo and Tasting
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 6 p.m., Main Library
Celebrate Italian Heritage Month with a bold and comforting menu. 
Tuition: $65

Mapping the Election: The Impact of Historic and 
Modern Maps on the Midterms
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 6:15 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Award-winning journalist Peter Keating will analyze, discuss and
translate suffrage, redlining, and election maps. Tuition: $20

Cookbook Swap & Baked Goods Tasting
Saturday, Oct. 10, 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m., Main Library
Bring your gently used cookbooks and exchange them 1-for-1 with 
fellow culinary enthusiasts. Afterwards, bring a homemade nut-free 
baked good to share and sample treats from fellow cookbook lovers!
Registration required. Cookbooks must be dropped off before Oct. 10.



YOUTH & TEENS
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STORYTIMES
Raising Readers (birth–age 5)
Thursdays, Oct. 1–29, 10:30 or 11:15 a.m., Main Branch
Storytime on Oct. 8 will be held at the Judy Weston Garden.

Babytime Storytime (birth–23 months)
Thursdays, Oct. 1–29, 10:30 a.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
No storytime on Oct. 8

Babies in the Library (birth–23 months)
Tuesdays, Oct. 6–27, 10:30 a.m., Main Library

Family Storytime (birth–age 5)
Wednesdays, Oct. 7–28, 10:30 a.m.,
11:15 a.m., and 2 p.m., Main Library
No storytime on Oct. 21.

Latin American Heritage Month Storytime
with Author Melinda Gonzalez (ages 3–11)
Saturday, Oct. 10, 12 p.m., Main Library

Afternoon Storytime
Thursdays, Oct. 1–29, 3 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch

Cutie Crawlers (birth–non walking toddlers)
Fridays, Oct. 2–23, 10:30 a.m., Main Library
Crawlers come meet new crawlers! We will host free-play for babies who 
are not yet walking on their own.

Wobbly Walkers (walking toddlers)
Fridays, Oct. 2–23, 10:30 a.m., Main Library
Walkers come meet new walkers! We will host free-play for toddlers
who are able to walk independently.

S.T.E.M. Saturday
Saturdays, Oct. X, 12 p.m., Main Library
Calling all makers, innovators and creators! Registration required.
Oct. 3: Boxitecture (ages 3+)
Oct. 24: Take Apart Tech (ages 5+)

Period Party (ages 7–13)
Saturday, Oct. 3, 3 p.m., Main Library
We’ll be crafting, snacking, and chatting, celebrating and setting you up in 
confidence for all things puberty & menstruation. Registration required.

Teen D&D (grades 9–12)
Saturday, Oct. 3, 12 p.m., Main Library
Join Game master Gio for a high seas pirate themed
D&D adventure! Please note: This session we will not
be playing. It is a setup session for future games.
Registration required.

Scavenger Hunt (ages 5+)
Oct. 5–31, Main Library
This October the youth services department is changing up their look 
a bit and having a themed scavenger hunt! Use the clues to find all the 
items in the children’s department and claim a prize! Once daily please.

Color Jam (birth–age 5)
Mondays, Oct. 5–26, 10:30–11:30 a.m., 
Bellevue Ave. Branch

Book a Reading Specialist
Monday, Oct. 5, 4–7 p.m., Main Library
Monday, Oct. 26, 6–8 p.m., Main Library
Sign up for a 30-minute consultation with our 
Youth Services Reading Specialist! Adults only. 
For parents and/or educators of grades PreK–12. 
Registration required.

Homeschool Open House (all ages)
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m., Main Library
Join the monthly gathering of families that homeschool and make new 
friends. Bring your favorite board game to share.

Free Play Social Time (birth–age 5)
Wednesdays, Oct. 7–28, 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
Bellevue Ave. Branch

Read to KoKo the Therapy Dog (ages 5–16)
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 4 p.m., Main Library 
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 4 p.m., Main Library
KoKo will be on the children’s floor and would love for you to read her a 
good book! This is a great opportunity to practice fluency and reading 
with expression! Registration required.

Estimulación Musical para la Primera Infancia (birth–age 2)
Thursday, Oct. 8, 10:30 a.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Learn, sing and move with your baby in this Immersive Spanish lapsit. 

Play-Doh Playdate (ages 2-5)
Mondays, Oct. 5–26, 10:30 or 11:30 a.m., Main Library
This hands-on program invites children to explore their creativity and fine 
motor skills through free play with Play-Doh.

Festa dei Bambini - Italian Children’s Festival 
Saturday, Oct. 10, 2–4 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
A fun-filled Italian Children’s Festival featuring music,
dancing, crafts, games, stories, and hands-on cultural
activities for children and families. Registration required.

Phonics Family Fun (grades 1–3)
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 6 p.m., Main Library
Try out this hands-on activity to practice phonics, word patterns, taking 
apart sounds, phonemic awareness and spelling. This is a real-time
opportunity to observe how your child grasps phonics skills.
Registration required.

BOOK CLUBS
Paperbook Pals (grades 2–4)
Monday, Oct. 26, 4:30 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Each month, we gather to discuss a high-interest
chapter book or graphic novel. “The Unlikely Aventuras
of Ramón and El Cucuy” by Donna Barba Higuera.
Registration required. 

MPL Youth Programs are made possible through the generosity of 
Dr. Alex and Doris Malaspina and The Coca-Cola Company, 
The Albert Payson Terhune Foundation, the Scholl Family Foundation, 
and our Little Read sponsors. MPL Teen Programs are made possible 
through the generosity of Montclair State University.


