MONTCLAIR
LIBRARY

SUMMER 2026
PROGRAMS

Unless otherwise noted, registration is not required and free.
Register at montclairlibrary.org/events. All are welcome.

ADULTS

Tech Toolbox

Thursdays, Jul. 2-30, 12:30-1:30 p.m., Main Library
Tuesdays, Jul. 6-27, 12:30-1:30 p.m., Main Library
Tech Toolbox is a free hands-on workshop series focused on
building real, practical digital skills. Participants are encouraged
to bring their own devices and follow along, so you'll leave each
session having actually practiced what you learned.
Registration required. To see dates and times for August tech
programming, check montclairlibrary.org/events.

Chess and Coffee
Thursdays, Jul. 2-Aug. 27,
2-4 p.m., Main Library
Enjoy drop-in open play.

Tech Talks

Thursdays, Jul. 2-30, 3:30-4:15 p.m., Main Library
Tuesdays, Jul. 6-27, 3:30-4:15 p.m., Main Library

Tech Talks is a free informational series where library staff introduce and
explain the technology topics that matter most in today’s digital world.
There’s no hands-on component, so No devices are needed—just come
ready to learn and ask questions. Registration required. To see dates and
times for August tech programming, check montclairlibrary.org/events.

Mah Jongg Meetup

Thursdays, Jul. 2-Aug. 27, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,

Mondays, Jul. 6-Aug. 31, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,

Saturdays, Jul. 11-Aug. 29, 3-5 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Attendees should already have an understanding of the game and
should bring their 2025 or 2026 National Mah Jongg League card.
Registration required for each individual session.

Teach Yourself Mah Jongg

Mondays, Jul. 6-Aug. 31, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,

Bellevue Ave. Branch

The Mah Jongg Self-Paced Learning Space provides a weekly
opportunity for teaching yourself the basics of American Mah Jongg at
your own pace.

Tech Help Desk

Mondays, Jul. 6-27, 10:30-11:30 a.m. & 2-3 p.m., Main Library
Fridays, Jul. 10-31, 12:30-1:30 & 2-3 p.m., Main Library

Bring your personal device to receive one-on-one assistance with

everyday technology issues. This hour is drop-in and first come, first

served and best suited for quick tech questions. To see dates and times

for August tech programming, check montclairlibrary.org/events.

Farmstand Market

Wednesdays, Jul. 15 & 29, Aug. 12 & 26,
10 a.m.=12 p.m., Main Library

Shop for locally grow vegetables right in front of
the library at the curb every other Wednesday,
sold by Montclair Community Farms. SNAP and FMINP/WIC accepted.

BOOK CLUBS

Everything Book Club
Wednesday, Jul. 15, 1:15 p.m., Main Library
“To the Lighthouse” by Virginia Woolf. Registration required.

Spicy Romance Book Club J (18+)
Tuesdays, Jul. 21 & Aug. 18, 6 p.m.,

Bellevue Ave. Branch

No book for July's meeting, just discussing spicy books
in general. August book TBD!

The Corner Book Club Meeting
Thursday, Jul. 30, 11 a.m., Main Library e
“Nightcrawling” by Leila Mottley. Registration recommended.

Intuitive Tarot Reading

Wednesdays, Jul. 22 & Aug. 19, 6:30 p.m., Main Library
Learn to interpret the imagery and symbolism of the cards

in order to spark your intuitive insights. Registration required

for each individual session.

Unearthing Stories of Female Artists in

Exile and Resistance: Persepolis

Q Wednesdays, Jul. 8 & 29, 4 p.m., Main Library

. Join us for a two-part discussion series exploring the
graphic memoirs of the recently deceased Marjane
Satrapi, tracing themes of identity, belonging, and
displacement. Persian refreshments will be served and participants
receive a copy of “Persepolis’, available for pickup at the Main Branch.
Registration required.

PERSEPOLIS

NARIANE SATRAPY

Mystery Craft
Friday, Jul. 10, 3-4:30 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
All materials will be supplied. Registration required.

Music Mondays

Mondays, Jul. 13-Aug. 3,

4:30-5:30 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch

Bring your lawn chair and get ready for some good tunes.
Presented by Friends of the Bellevue Ave. Library.

Summer Film Series (open to all ages)
Tuesdays, Jul. 14-Aug. 4, 5 p.m., Main Library
We'll be showcasing four films that we think fit perfectly
alongside the Summer Reading theme “Unearth a Story”.
Movie theater refreshments will be provided!
Registration recommended.

Jul. 14, 5 p.m. - Holes (2003)

Jul. 21, 5 p.m. - The Mummy (1999)

Jul. 28, 5 p.m. - Atlantis: The Lost Empire (2001)
Aug. 4, 5 p.m. - The Goonies (1985)



ADULTS (CONTINUED)

Women and Money Roundtable - How to Make Sense of
Today’s Financial Markets

Wednesday, Jul. 15, 1 p.m., Online

A virtual, lively, and informative discussion on today’s financial markets
and how they might fit into your portfolio. Registration required.

Mystery Writers of America Panel - World-Building That
Drives the Story and Creates Suspense

Thursday, Jul. 16, 6 p.m., Main Library

Join us for a panel discussion by mystery authors as they reveal how they
use words to build worlds. How do they set the scene for their novel that
captivates readers, creates suspense on every page, and drives the story
to a satisfying conclusion. Registration required.

Creative Art Journaling - Unearth a Story

Saturday, Jul. 18, 10:30 a.m., Main Library

Starting your own art journal is a great way to capture memories and
express yourself. There are so many different ways to keep an art journal,
Collage artist and lifelong journal devotee Kara will help you start your own
art journal using paper, stickers, magazines, and more. Journals and all
art materials will be provided! Registration required.

Grand Spectacular Community Yard Sale
Saturday, Jul. 18, 12-5 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Presented by Friends of the Bellevue Avenue Library.

WooWednesday
Wednesday, Jul. 22, 5 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch

Unearthing Stories of Female Artists in Exile and
Resistance: Billie Holiday

Wednesdays, Aug. 5 & 19, 4 p.m., Main Library

Join us for a two-part program about Billie Holiday's landmark 1956
autobiography, “Lady Sings the Blues.” Part one will explore the book,
and part two will screen the 1972 film based on the book. Participants will
receive a copy of the book, available for pickup at the Main Branch. Light
refreshments provided. Registration required.

Highlights from the Adult School Dept.
Visit www.adultschool.org to see all classes and register.

Pepe Santana and Grupo Inkhay:

Live Free Andean Concert

Monday, Jul. 6, 5:30 p.m., Main Library
Tuition: Free

Mozart’s Il Don Giovanni: Talk and Performance
Tuesday, Jul. 7, 6:15 p.m., Main Library

Saturday, Jul. 11, 2 p.m. - Alexander Kasser Theater
Tuition: $65

Beginner Mah Jongg - Morning
Tuesdays & Thursdays, Jul. 7-23,
10:15 a.m., Main Library

Tuition: $170 | Materials fee: $15

Beginner Mah Jongg - Afternoon
Tuesdays & Thursdays, Jul. 7-23,
1 p.m., Main Library

Tuition: $170 | Materials fee: $15
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Summer Surprise Craft

Friday, Aug. 7, 3:30-5 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Come and express your creativity. All materials will be provided.
Registration required.

Summer Reading Tie Dye Party (open to all ages)

Saturday, Aug. 8, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Main Library

Celebrate Summer Reading by tie-dyeing your very own MPL tote bag! All
materials will be provided, but participants should bring a plastic bag to
transport their creation home. Registration required.

Needle Felting Craft
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 4 p.m.,
Bellevue Ave. Branch
Registration required.

Wellness Screenings: Blood Pressure and Blood Glucose
Saturday, Aug. 18, 11 a.m., Main Library

Hackensack Meridian Mountainside Medical Center will be at the library
on the third Tuesday of every other month for Blood Pressure and Blood
Glucose screenings. First come first served, no appointment or fasting
required.

From the Garden to Your Table:

Taste of Summer Beverages

Wednesday, Jul. 15, 6:15 p.m., Main Library
Tuition: $35 | Materials fee: $5

A Deep Dive into the Desegregation of
Montclair’s Pools: A Panel Discussion
Thursday, Jul. 16, 2 p.m., Main Library
Tuition: Free

It’s Too Hot to Cook Mediterranean Picnic
Monday, Jul. 27, 5:30 p.m., Main Library
Tuition: $45 | Materials fee: $10

The Psychology of Divorce: A Practical Guide for
Coping with Separation-Related Challenges
Tuesday, Aug. 4, 6:15 p.m., Van Vleck Gardens
Tuition: $65

More >



YOUTH & TEENS

MPL Youth Programs are made possible through the generosity of

Dr. Alex and Doris Malaspina and The Coca-Cola Company,

The Albert Payson Terhune Foundation, the Scholl Family Foundation, and
our Little Read sponsors. MPL Teen Programs are made possible through
the generosity of Montclair State University.

Free Play Social Time (birth—-age 5)
Wednesdays, Jul. 1-Aug. 26, 10:30-11:30 a.m.,
Bellevue Ave. Branch

Zoophoria Wildlife Presentation (ages 4-10)

Wednesday, Jul. 1, 11:30 a.m., Main Library

Join Zoophoria NJ and embark on a hands-on adventure interacting with
reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates. Registration required.

Summer Lunches (birth-age 17)

Weekdays, Jul. 1-Aug. 14, 12-2 p.m., Main Library

Free lunches are available for children up to age 17. Supplies are limited,
first come first served.

Color Jam (birth-age 5)
Mondays, Jul. 6-Aug. 31, 10:30-11:30 a.m.,
Bellevue Ave. Branch

Microraptor’s Make & Mingle (ages 3-10)

Mondays, Jul. 6-Aug. 10, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Main Library
On Monday mornings, we will have a craft project prepared for children to
take home and make OR to stay in the library to make with others.

First come, first served, while supplies last!

Book a Reading Specialist

Monday, Jul. 6 & 27, 4-7 p.m., Main Library
Sign up for a 30-minute consultation with our

Youth Services Reading Specialist! Adults only.

For parents and/or educators of grades PreK-12.
Registration required.

Read to KoKo the Therapy Dog (ages 5-16)

Mondays, Jul. 7, 28 & Aug. 11, 4 p.m., Main Library

KoKo will be on the children’s floor and would love for you to read her a
good book! This is a great opportunity to practice fluency and

reading with expression! Registration required.

Prehistoric Sticker Party (ages 4-9) q—/gf ';%
Wednesday, Jul. 8, 10:30 a.m., Main Library

Do you collect or like making art with stickers? Bring your own stickers
to trade or use some new stickers to create an imaginative prehistoric
scene. Stickers and art supplies provided. Registration required.

How to be A Paleontologist (ages 5-11)

Wednesday, Jul. 8, 2 p.m., Main Library

In collaboration with the National Park Service, we will become Junior
Paleontologists! Registration required.

Dino Fun Room! (ages 3-5)

Thursday, Jul. 9, 10:30 a.m. OR 11:45 a.m., Main Library
Children will explore and play at stations with dinosaurs and earth
elements. Registration required.

Decorate a Dinosaur Inspired Piece of Pottery (ages 7-11)

Thursday, Jul. 9, 4:30 p.m., Main Library

Join the Spotted Canvas for a mini pottery painting i ;

workshop! Pieces painted during class will be taken ""3@‘-,';-‘ ;

and fired in Spotted Canvas's kiln, and returned for

pick up at a later date. Registration required. S ;36 2
~

STORYTIMES

Babytime Storytime (birth-23 months)
Thursdays, Jun. 2-Aug. 13, 10:30 a.m.,
Bellevue Ave. Branch

No storytime on Jul. 9.

Afternoon Storytime (birth-age 5)
Thursdays, Jun. 2-Aug. 13, 3 p.m.,
Bellevue Ave. Branch

No storytime on Jul. 9.

Estimulacion Musical para la Primera
Infancia (birth-age 3)

Friday, Jul. 24, 2:30 p.m., Main Library
Registration required.

Brontosaurus’s Bedtime Stories (ages 2-6)

Mondays, Jul. 6-Aug. 10, 6:15 p.m., Main Library
Come join us to hear Brontosaurus's favorite bedtime stories. \Wear
your pajamas and bring your favorite stuffed animal.

PrehiSTORYtime (birth-age 5)
Tuesdays, Jul. 7-Aug. 11, 10:30 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. or
2:30 p.m., Main Library

Super-Sized Storytime (birth—age 5)
Wednesdays, Jul. 22 & Aug. 5, 10:30 a.m., Main Library
Think of our regular morming storytime PLUS movement and music!

Evening Storytime (birth-age 5)
Tuesday, Jul. 28, 6:30 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch

Unearth Our Stories: Storyteller Julie Pasqual (all ages)
Wednesday, Jul. 29, 11 a.m., Main Library
Registration required.

T-Rex Teeth: Dinosaur Stories & Craft (birth-age 5)
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 10:30 a.m., Main Library

BOOK CLUBS

Paperbook Pals (grades 3-5)

Tuesday, Aug. 4, 4 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Thursday, Aug. 6, 4:30 p.m., Main Library

“The Best Worst Summer” by Elizabeth Fulberg.
Registration required.

Cutie Crawlers (birth—-non walking toddlers)

Fridays, Jul. 10-Aug. 14, 10:30 a.m., Main Library
Crawlers come meet new crawlers! We will host free-play for babies
who are not yet walking on their own.

Wobbly Walkers (walking toddlers)

Fridays, Jul. 10-Aug. 14, 2 p.m., Main Library

Walkers come meet new walkers! We will host free-play for toddlers
who are able to walk independently.

S.T.E.M. Saturdays (ages 5-11)

Saturdays, Jul. 11, 18 & Aug. 1, 11 a.m., Main Library

Jul. 11 - Marshmallow Dinosaurs

Jul. 18 - Erupting Volcano

Aug. 1 - Making Lemonade More >




YOUTH & TEENS (cONTINUED)

Los Toritos de Pucara: Peruvuan Craft
Painting Workshop (ages 5+ and adults)
Saturday, Jul. 11, 3-5 p.m., Main Library
Through this activity, participants learn about the
cultural significance of the Torito de Pucara while
enjoying a relaxed painting experience. Registration required.

Youth & Teen Services Summer Talent Show (ages 3-13)
Saturday, Jul. 11, 5 p.m., Main Library

Prepare to gather and cheer others on as they bravely take the stage and
unearth a piece of their own story! Registration required.

Reading Magic Show with Islandmagic (all ages)
Wednesday, Jul. 15, 11 a.m., Main Library

DIY Dino Comics with Artist Jojo Aftomis (ages 10-18)
Wednesday, Jul. 15, 4 p.m., Main Library

Join us for a hands-on intro to drawing your own dinosaur comic!
Registration required.

Dino Poo Detective (ages 5-8)

Thursday, Jul. 16, 2:30 p.m., Main Library

Become a mini paleontologist to learn the difference between herbivore
and carnivore dinosaurs while digging through poo-dding cups to
discover what sort of diet our dinosaurs had! Registration required.

Egg Carton Dino World (ages 3-11)
Thursday, Jul. 16, 10:30 a.m., Main Library
Join us for an eco-friendly DIY craft and sensory play setup.

Dino Cookie Party (ages 10-18) /_\
Wednesday, Jul. 22, 4 p.m., Main Library )

Join us for a super special dinosaur themed
cookie decorating party! Registration required.

Cookie Excavation (ages 5-8)

Thursday, Jul. 23, 2:30 p.m., Main Library
Uncover artifacts like an archaeologist by carefully excavating chocolate
chips from a cookie while using an excavation grid. Registration required.

Dinosaur Bookmark Craft (ages 3+)
Friday, Jul. 24, 3:30 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Registration required.

P

Needle Felting Craft (ages 11-17)
Tuesday, Jul. 28, 4 p.m.,
Bellevue Ave. Branch

Registration required.

The Amazing Digital Circus Trivia for Teens (ages 12-18)
Friday, Jul. 29, 5 p.m., Main Library

Questions will reference EVERY episode of the series, so don't forget
to brush up on your tADC knowledge, little hardshelled hamburgers!

Registration required.

Fizzy Dino Eggs (ages 2-5)
Thursday, Jul. 30, 10:30 a.m., Main Library
The fizzy dinosaur egg experiment is a fun, hands-on STEM activity for lit-

tles! With Baking Soda eggs and trigger a chemical reaction using vinegar

and enjoy the bubbly unearthing!

Main Library: 50 S. Fullerton Ave | Bellevue Ave. Branch: 185 Bellevue Ave.

CELEBRATE AMERICA’S
250™ BIRTHDAY

Hamilton Sing-a-Long! (ages 10-17)

Wednesday, Jul. 1, 4 p.m., Main Library

Don't throw away your shot! We will have the Auditorium space for
our tweens & teens to sing their favorite songs from “Hamilton” the
musical. Registration required.

Wishes for America Wall (all ages)

Thursday, Jul. 2, 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Main Library

It's time to celebrate America’s 250th birthday! Visit our Wishes for
America Wall to leave your written wishes to say Happy Birthday!

4th of July Scavenger Hunt (ages 5-10)

Thursday, Jul. 2, 2:30 p.m., Main Library

Explore library resources, locate specific books and get to learn fun
areas of the Children’s floor. Bring a friend and be sure to get your prize
for completing the scavenger hunt.

Celebrate America’s 250th Birthday (ages 10+)
Friday, Jul. 24, 3-5 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Come and make a surprise craft! Registration required.

T-Rex Tea Party (ages 5-9)
Thursday, Jul. 30, 4:30 p.m., Main Library
Registration required.

Tween Dinosaur Bingo Party (ages 8-14)
Wednesday, Aug. 5, 6 p.m., Main Library
Grab some snacks and play dino bingo with your friends!
Registration required.

Summer Reading Tie Dye Party (all ages)

Saturday, Aug. 8, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Main Library

Celebrate Summer Reading by tie-dyeing your very own MPL tote bag!
All materials will be provided, but participants should bring a plastic bag
to transport their creation home. Registration required.

Dinosaurs in the Dark: Lantern Jars (ages 5-10)

Thursday, Aug. 13, 2:30 p.m., Main Library

We will make a cool project that you can use in the dark! All materials will
be provided to make your very own lantern jar with dinosaur silhouettes.
Registration required.

Jason Vance: One-Man Show (all ages)
Saturday, Aug. 15, 3 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Registration required.

Turtle Craft (ages 3+)

Saturday, Aug. 15, 3:30 p.m., Bellevue Ave. Branch
Registration required.

973-744-0500 | montclairlibrary.org



