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Dear Friends,

For the second year in a row, nothing was normal 
at the Montclair Public Library. For the fi rst half of 
the year we continued curbside pickup and fi rst-
fl oor browsing and borrowing only. Once COVID 
vaccination rates increased and positive cases 
declined, we were able to reopen the remainder 
of the building, allowing mostly unfe� ered 
access to our other fl oors while following CDC 
guidelines. While our usage was not near our 
pre-pandemic levels, our customers responded 
enthusiastically, averaging over 1,000 more 
visitors per month than in previous months.

As we transitioned back to a new normal, 
requiring face masks for all users (and 
vaccinations for all staff ), we found the 
enthusiasm of our users boosting our spirits. As 
customers added sticky notes about what they 
enjoyed about the Library the most, our staff  
delighted in seeing the additions. From the tentative, handwri� en message of a child about all 
the “fun books” to the deliberative, exclamation-ridden “We love the library” of an adult, each 
message shared the same theme: our Library was, and is, for the public.

The year ended with my position vacant: I have taken a Director position at another library, 
and one of my last tasks was to write this foreword. Although this Annual Report was compiled 
and distributed a� er I had already departed, I wrote this introduction knowing one thing: in 
these pages are things I am proud of because they have been planned and carried out by the 
dedicated, hard-working staff  of the Montclair Public Library.

Peter Coyl, MLIS

Peter Coyl served as the 16th Director of the Montclair Public Library from March 1, 2017 to 
December 17, 2021.

L to R: Assistant Director Selwa Shamy, former 
Director Peter Coyl, Interim Director Janet Torsney
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Highlights

In 2021, the Montclair community 
used the Library to...

212,264

92,402

14,828

items checked out

electronic items 
borrowed, from eBooks 
to streaming movies

questions answered

73%
of Montclair residents
have an active library card

100,992

8,100

318

visits made to the 
Library's website

on-site Wi-Fi sessions 
provided

Wi-Fi hotspots
borrowed for home use

3,095

3,283

attendance at children's 
and teen programs

attendance at 
adult programs

1,794
registrations in 
Adult School classes

EXPLORE CONNECT GROW

...and electronic content was in 
high demand.

LIBBY/
OVERDRIVE KANOPY HOOPLA

72% increase 
in borrows of eBooks, 
audiobooks, and 
digital magazines 
compared to 
pre-pandemic 2019

107% increase 
in plays of streaming 
movies compared to 
pre-pandemic 2019

119% increase 
in borrows of digital 
movies, music, eBooks, 
and audiobooks 
compared to 
pre-pandemic 2019
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Highlights

Adult School
The Adult School adjusted its normal class load amid pandemic disruptions to off er 
approximately 173 classes with 1,794 total registrations in 2021. It off ered courses on virtual 
platforms throughout the year and gradually reintroduced in-person classes, starting with 
Outdoor Golf in the spring, The Birds of Summer and Eco-Cruise: Excursions around Newark 
Bay in the summer, and approximately 31 classes held between the Library branches and off site 
locations in the fall.

Highlights among virtual classes include The Transatlantic Slave Trade and the Making of 
the New World (63 registrants), Physics Answers for All (40 registrants), Freedom: The Long 
Struggle for Racial Equality (41 registrants), and Artemisia Gentileschi: The Spirit of Caesar 
with the Soul of a Woman (40 registrants). Students also showed interest in returning to in-
person classes such as What’s Really Going on in Cuba? (32 registrants) and John Singer 
Sargent: Romance, Drama, and the Visual World (32 registrants).

Borrower Services
The Library introduced a new free resource for senior citizens called “Senior Center in a Box.” 
These thoughtfully curated kits are focused on specifi c activities and themes, which seniors 
can do on their own or with minimal assistance, and are available for borrowing with an MPL 
library card. Over 200 kits and counting are available, with themes such as kni� ing/crocheting, 
coloring, puzzles, birdwatching, exercise, board games, and book-and-DVD combinations. 
Each kit includes a complete set of materials needed for the activity. Kits can be picked up at 
the Main Library or delivered through the Home Assisted Services program (H.A.S.), which 
continues to deliver and pick up library items for patrons who cannot easily leave their homes. 

Senior Center in a Box was initially conceived to fi ll the void le�  by the temporary closure of 
senior centers due to the pandemic. This project was funded by the Township of Montclair 
through federal CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) funding provided 
by Essex County.
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Highlights

Adult Services
In 2021, Adult Services continued to serve the MPL community by off ering virtual reference 
assistance and a variety of online programs. The department off ered 66 sessions of “Learn 
English” classes to fulfi ll an increasing demand. It also hosted a successful three-part virtual 
fi nancial series with the New Jersey Financial Planning Association, and it continued to off er 
health literacy programs both virtually and in-person including free monthly health screenings 
conducted by a nurse from Hackensack Meridian Mountainside Medical Center.

In June, the new “Coff ee & Crime Mystery Book Club” kicked off  with both daytime 
and evening sessions. The Summer Reading program for adults continued to be popular 
with 118 participants who read 629 books. In July, in-person services resumed, including 
Book-a-Librarian appointments and Edgemont tech help.

Throughout the summer and fall, Adult Services staff  
participated in several outreach events. The Library’s 
bookmobile (aka “eTuk”) made an appearance at the 
Walnut Street Farmer’s Market, where staff  interacted 
with over 60 adults and children, many of whom were 
new to Montclair and signing up for library cards for the 
fi rst time. Staff  also participated in the Montclair Art 
Museum’s Fall Fest, Montclair Literary Festival, and 
Montclair Jazz Festival.

In the fall, the Library was named a national “Wi-Fi At 
Work” Award Winner by Wifi Forward for its Senior 
Hotspot Program, which lends Wi-Fi hotspots to senior 
citizens without internet access at home. This project was 

funded by the Township of Montclair through federal CARES Act funding provided by Essex 
County. MPL was also selected to participate in the NJ Library Association’s Access Navigator 
Program, which provides individualized assistance to persons seeking employment, training 
in digital competence, and access to resources for other life needs. Additionally, MPL was 
awarded $7,950 by the Essex County Division of Cultural and Historic Aff airs / Essex County 
Local Arts and History Grant program to begin digitizing its collection of deed abstracts.

In December, Adult Services partnered with the Mental Health Association of Essex and 
Morris to off er a novel program, a book discussion of “The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry” by 
Gabrielle Zevin, with a supportive discussion a� erward relating to the themes of resilience 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Throughout the year, Library staff  curated several online book lists to keep patrons informed 
on a variety of topics including African American Voices, Asian American Voices, Latinx Voices, 
Native American Voices, Environmentalism, LGBTQIA+, Social Justice, Graphic Novels & 
Comics, Humor, and Staff  Picks.



7

Highlights

Open Book / Open Mind is MPL’s live conversation 
series featuring top authors discussing their new 
books and the important events of our time. The 
series, which went virtual in April 2020, remained 
online through 2021, drawing as many as 750 guests 
for Isabel Wilkerson and 400 for Ann Patche� , 
and including a� endees from 35 states outside 
New Jersey as well as Canada, Europe, the UK, the 
Caribbean, Thailand, and New Zealand. Six of the 
featured books were New York Times bestsellers. 
Hosted authors included:

Ann Patche�  in conversation with Jeanine Cummins
Charles Blow in conversation with Jim Johnson
Isabel Wilkerson in conversation with Rachel Swarns
Gabrielle Glaser in conversation with Benilde Li� le
Elizabeth Kolbert in conversation with 

Michelle Nijhuis
Quiara Alegría Hudes in conversation with 

Elena Martinez
Jhumpa Lahiri in conversation with Kate Tu� le
Barry Meier in conversation with Michael Isikoff 
Lawrence Wright in conversation with 

Elisabeth Rosenthal
Mary Roach in conversation with Lulu Miller
Rob Reich and Mehran Sahami in conversation with 

Dale Russakoff 
Alice Hoff man in conversation with Elisabeth Egan
Sandra Cisneros in conversation with 

Quiara Alegría Hudes
Andrea Ellio�  in conversation with Lydia Polgreen
Gayle Jessup White in conversation with 

Dionne Ford

Jonathan Alter
Neal Carruth
Priya Doraswamy
Elisabeth Egan

Dionne Ford
Ivan Held
Marc Lacey
DT Max

We are grateful for the generous sponsors of Open Book / Open Mind:

Juan Milà
Dale Russakoff 
Margot Sage-El

Investors Foundation
Montclair Public Library Foundation
Watchung Booksellers

Special thanks to series founders Jennifer Dorr and David Jones and to the rest of the 
Advisory Board:

Rachel Swarns
Kate Tu� le
Susan Weinberg
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Highlights

Youth & Teen Services

The Youth & Teen Services department off ered a robust slate of virtual and in-person programs 
throughout the year. In February, families virtually celebrated Lunar New Year with children’s 
author Tina Cho, who used her book “Korean Celebrations” to teach families about traditional 
clothes, blessings, special foods and gi� s, and games. Also in February, kids met exotic animals 
from the comfort of their homes with a virtual visit from the Helen Woodward Animal Center. 
The presenter introduced a chinchilla, parrot, and hermit crab.

In the spring, the popular teen-led Chesstronauts returned in a virtual capacity with one-on-
one chess instruction. Kids of all skill levels received accessible chess instruction for improved 
strategic thinking and sportsmanship. Meanwhile, the Montclair-based company Boogie Woogie 
Babies provided several outdoor dance programs for babies and toddlers at both branches. 
They were met with enthusiastic dancing from young and old alike.

As part of summer reading club programming, Unique Creatures brought their collection of 
cri� ers such as armadillos, skunks, spiders, snakes, kookaburras, chinchillas, and kinkajous. This 
event was outdoors at Bellevue Avenue Branch. Also in the summer, the department hired 
a rising senior at Montclair High School as part of the Public Library Association’s Inclusive 
Internship Initiative. With a goal to “create a project that spurs the young Latines of Montclair 
to cultivate a love for words, in addition to bringing them much-needed peer connections,” the 
intern developed a book discussion group aimed at Latine middle school students, to read and 
discuss “Esperanza Rising” by Pam Muñoz Ryan.

In the fall, local storyteller Shirley Johnson told the stories of Frog and Centipede, Kulu, Brer 
Opossum, and other animal friends that teach life lessons to children. These Sankofa Stories 
were part of the Montclair Literary Festival in collaboration with Succeed2gether. Meanwhile, 
comic book artist and writer G.R. Lear held his engaging Unlimited Wonder Comics Lab. Kids 
enthusiastically learned the basics of comics and then took part in intensive creative exercises 
during this in-person workshop. Also in the fall, D’Italia Programs presented Essex County 
Italian Heritage Celebration & Sister City Day. Participants were treated to a history of Italian 
and Italian American contributions, folkloric music and dance, and a take-away cra�  for children.

Over 200 visitors came to the Library’s inaugural Ujamaa Outdoor Winter Market on 
December 4. “Ujamaa” is one of the seven principles of Kwanzaa, highlighting cooperative 
economics. In this spirit, the Winter Market featured products from local artisans and 
entrepreneurs, as well as live kora music by Salieu Suso. In addition, over 111 a� endees enjoyed 
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Highlights

The 2021 edition of The Li� le Read brought together neighbors and families in our annual 
celebration of literacy. From October 6–8, a series of guest readers from the community 
climbed onto the iconic big red chair and read stories aloud to schoolchildren and families. 
Funds raised through this read-a-thon support children’s programming at the Library throughout 
the year. Special thanks to Gina Chung For�  for coordinating the many volunteer readers from 
the community, and thank you to the Li� le Read sponsors:

Bedtime Stories Sponsors
Mountainside Medical Center
Scholastic

BookMate Sponsors
Montclair State University 
Rosemary Iversen

a series of free performances by magician Island Magic and 
musician Kassaye Selassie. The year capped off  with Kwanzaa 
expert and Grammy nominee Culture Queen, who taught 
the seven principles of Kwanzaa through interactive music, 
movement, and storytelling in a virtual program. Participants 
danced from home and sang along with Culture Queen while 
learning about this important African-American holiday tradition.

Photo by: Dan Derrico

Photo by: Neil Gabrowsky
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Highlights

The Montclair Public Library Foundation welcomed 
a new Executive Director, Mary Packer, in 2021, and 
continued to grow their Board of Directors. The support 
and advocacy of the Foundation, particularly through 
the challenges of the pandemic, have been crucial for 
the Library. With a huge increase in demand for eBooks, 
audiobooks, and other electronic resources, it was 
the Foundation who enabled the Library to retain and 
expand those collections. In addition, the Foundation 
secured support for Wi-Fi expansion at the Main Library 
and funding for quality children’s programming, including 
the summer reading program. Grants from the Foundation 
also supported:

• Wi-Fi hotspots
• Laptop checkouts
• Museum passes
• Open Book / Open Mind
• The Adult School
• The Li� le Read
• Staff  professional development
• Outreach and publicity eff orts

A Piece of Montclair History, 
Preserved

In March, the Library announced the preservation of a 
270-year-old document transferring land from Azariah Crane 
(said to be Montclair’s fi rst non-indigenous resident) to his 
son. This land deed from 1752 is one of the earliest wri� en 
records of what would become Montclair. It has belonged 
to the Library since at least 1961 but was in poor condition.

The document was treated and preserved by the 
Conservation Center for Art & Historic Artifacts, a group 
in Philadelphia that has treated other historic documents, 
including early copies of the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution. Funding for the project was provided 
by the Montclair Public Library Foundation.

A digital version of the land deed can be viewed at 
montclairlibrary.org/deed.
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Donors

Josephine Ruby Abragan and Raphael Lee
Bank of America Foundation
Doug and Alison Bauer
Leila Berkeley
Alan Berkowitz
Eileen Birmingham
Valerie Block and Alexis Romay
Diane Borradaile
Rose Cali
Bethany Chase and Andrew Weinstein

Thank you to all of our 2021 donors! Your generosity makes it possible to off er valuable programs and 
resources to everyone in our community.

Gina Chung For� 
Christy Cicatello
Patricia Colagiuri
Aman D’Mello and Mark Malaspina
Robert Ellis and Lily Vakili
Susan First and Edward G. Martolio
Emer Featherstone
Fleet Feet Sports
Mary Anne Ford
Friends of the Bellevue Avenue Library

Anonymous
Jonathan Bellack and Jennifer Bonnell
Colbert Family Fund of Coastal Community 

Foundation of South Carolina
James and Susann Connors
Estate of Martha B. Herkner

Hackensack Meridian Health Mountainside 
Medical Center

David R. and Mary Lee Jones

Library Champions ($10,000+)

Library Advocates ($5,000 - $9,999)

The Montclair Foundation
Scholastic, Inc.
David and Lois Stith

Library Supporters ($1,000 - $4,999)

Investors Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Alex Malaspina
Pinkerton Foundation
Edward Robin and Family in Memory of Gloria Robin
Rita Singer
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Donors

Library Supporters ($1,000 - $4,999) - continued

Chris and Susan Giff ord
Jacqueline Goldin
Irena Goldstein
Emily Grand and Arthur Hickok
Ma� hew and Emily Hagen
William E. Hamilton
Izumi Hara and David Koschik
Thomas and Mary Heyman
Katherine Kelley Holland
Julianne Hunt and David Kor� age
Rosemary Iversen
Christine James
Alan and Jill Johnson
Ted Kastner and Alix Ross
Bruce Keller
Seo Hee Koh
Joanne Kornoelje
Andrew and Wendy Lacey
Maura C. Lockhart and James Lukenda
Kathleen M. Logan
Joseph and Diana Lunin

Tyler and Joanne Mathisen
Patrick and Alicea McAdams
Reimer and Susan Mellin
Jared Miller
Mindful Breath Foundation
Montclair State University
June Nguyen and Todd Tauber
Thomas C. Nye
Timothy O’Brien and DeWaal Van Heerden
Jonathan and Jennifer Phillips
Josh and Richmond Rabinowitz
Craig Risinger
Donald and Jill Seagraves
Sengal and Lynn Selassie
Richard and Kim Seltzer
The Teachers Club of Montclair
Robert Tortoriello
Watchung Booksellers
The Whitehill Foundation
Fred Williams

Library Lovers ($1 - $999)

Bassam K. Abed and Peter Ross Sieger
Yun Abernathy
Steven Abrahamson and Maritza Guzman
Gail Abramowitz
Ronald and Nicole Acher
Lois Adams and Christopher Coover
Connie Alexis-Laona
Claire Altschuler
Audrey Anderson
Kristina Anderson
Olle and Ercilia Andersson
Linny Andlinger
Vandana Aneja and Gaurav Jetley
Arielle Anema
Catherine Angus and Paul Ledge� 
Angel Annussek and Don Morgan
Anonymous (5)
Aviva Arad and Zohar Rotem
Lauren Arana
Marc Archer and Susan Joseph
Linda Aro
Dave Astor
Joseph and Marie A� anasio
Paul and Cynthia Augustine

Judy Avrin
Joan Axelrod
Pa� y Bachorz
Nancy Baggo� 
Charles and Ellie Bagli
Bob Bailey-Lemansky
Amy Baily
Wendell and Linda J. Baker Grimm
Antonia Ballare and Jack Spear
Dayna Bandman
Elaine Barden
Erica and Jason Barre� 
David Bauer
Rikke Beal
Amy Bechelli
Bernard and Judy Beck
Jonathan Beck and Rona Cohen
Robert Alan Becker
Steven and Emily Mitchell Becker
Kate Begley
Carole and Robert Behnke
Jennifer Bell
Michael and Sharon Bell
Maria Benedykcinski
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Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Brandi Benne� 
Juliana Benton
Lindsay Bergman
Ellen Berkowitz
Douglas Berman
Helen Berman
Debbi and Steve Bernstein
Jennifer Bernstein
Rachel Bernstein and Sco�  Frank
David Bershad and Mindy Cohen
Alfred and Victoria Beru� i
Arpita Bha� acharjee
Alex Binkley
Monica Biondi
Bruce and Lynn Bird
Elisabeth Blackburn
Daniel Blackman and Meg Siesfeld
Nancy Blankenhorn
Marcia Blaustein
Tom Blim and Susie Sonneborn
Gene Bloch
Broeck Blumberg
Gerald and Linda Blume
Carolee and Paul Boger
Jonathan and Sara M. Bonesteel
Josephine Bonomo
Julia Bonsal
Todd Boressoff  and Judith Farbman
Michelle Bork
Sherry Borras
Joseph Borrelli and Elise Hubert
Sheila M. Boyd
Sarah Braley
John and Patricia Braun
Jan Brecht-McKee
Jen Breitenstein
Marilyn Brenner
Brian Brewer
Sarah and Jason Brocks
Deborah Broide
Gillray and Barbara Brown
Kirsten Brown
Renee and Michael Brown
William Brown
Michael and Carolyn Brown-Kalthoff 
Lauren Brucia and Neil Jasey
Harold and Sally Bryant
Hilary and Doug Brylka
Carolyn Buck and Michael Goulder

Natalka Bukalo
Louis and Alice M. Bulluck
Joshua and Rebecca Burch
Joseph Burke
Catherine Burns Konefal
Vanessa Burrows
Sharon Burton and Lincoln Turner
Judith Byers
Janet Byrd and Morris Phillip
Robert and Deana Campion
Ana Cardoso and Gary Vellekamp
Jeff rey and Elizabeth Carey
LeeAnn Carlson and Steven Van Kuiken
Lauren and John Carlton
Barbara Carnevale
Linda Cary
Ma� hew Castello and Carol Novinson
Catcom Computers Inc.
Henri Cauvin and Rachel Swarns
Christopher Cerf and Ann Rasmussen
William Montgomery Cerf and Julie Cerf
Susan Chandler and William Stein
Jeff  Chanin
J. William Chappell and Kathrine McLendon
Deborah Risa Cherkin
Miriam Chilton and Joel Dorow
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Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Chipila Chipepo
Michael Chow
Maureen Christensen
Joanne Ciervo
María Cioe-Pena
Sco�  and Amy Claman
Chapin Clark
Kenitra Clarke
Pierce and Lisa Cleary
Shirley Cobert
Jesse Coelho
Renee Cohen
Jeff rey Cole
Thomas Coleman
Ken and Abby Colen
Kenneth and Ellen Colton
Jennifer Colwell
Kathleen Comini
Congregation Shomrei Emunah
Dennis Connors and Priscilla Swalm
Barbara Conover
Daniel and Maria Teresa Conroy
Courtney Conway
Chanon Cook-Maroko
Candy Cooper and Robert Weisbuch
Barbara Cooperberg

Winfred Cordero and Jessica Sporn
Murray and Cynthia Corhan-Aitken
Mary Ann Corsi
Nancy G. Cortner
Cynthia Cox
Susan Craig
Lynn and James Crane
Timothy and Gloria Crist
Curtis Crouch and Marion Held
Erica Culpepper
Nicholas Cvetovich
Jerry and Maria Czin
Susan Jean Dan and Steven Smith
Rio Daniel
Lawrence Dark and Alice Elliot Dark
Sybil Darlington
Robert E. David and Barbara Flessas
Alfred and Dianna Davis
Faith Davis
Michele Davis
Sco�  and Twana Davisson
Joy Dawson
Debi Debiak
Ramon Delgado
Judy Dell
Joseph and Lisa DeLuca
Kevin and Anne Denning
Kathleen Denny
Gail Derivan and Dan Keppel
Ernest DeSalvo
Madeline Desrosiers
Alexandre Dias de Almeida
Maryann Dickar
Martha Digeronimo
Kari Dimino
Orli Dinour and Lauren Itai
Candace and Jeff  Dobro
Diane Doherty
Elizabeth Donald
Wendy Donat
Peter and Lois Donegan
Janet Donohue and Richard Lamoreaux
Colleen Dougherty
Kenneth Dowell and Melissa Klurman
Kevin and Christie Dreyfuss
Maggie Drucker and Bob Feinberg
Darren and Arlene Duff y
William Dunnell and Rachel Shatz
Robert Dyer
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Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Arielle Eckstut
Roslyn Edgerton
Glen Eichler and Michele Tomasik
John Ekstrom
Philip and Regina Elberg
Emily Eldridge and Michael Silberman
Jean Ellis
Kimberly Ellner
Sally Ellyson
Francesca Elms
Andrew Ely and Rachel Kanter
David Emero and Elizabeth Emery
Linda Engelhardt
Larry Engelstein and Celia Radek
Ron Epstein and Paula Kaufmann
Sara Ann Erichson
Robert and Rita Erickson
William and Helen Fallon
Hester Farabee
Barbara Farber
Robert Farrar
Christine Faurot
John Fedele, Sr.
Stephen Feldberg and Mary Knowles
Harold and Barbara Ferguson
Sara Ferry and Rick Gyan
Ashley Few
Jennifer Fidlon-Bugat
Stephen Figlewski and Carol Lipsitch
Harriet Finck
Michael Finck
Ivy Fischer and Debra Glessner
Lucy Fitzgerald
Mark D. Fitzgerald
Susan FitzGibbon
Paul Fitzpatrick and Noemi Giszpenc
Brian Fleischer and Beth Kleinman
Joseph and Carolyn Fleischer
Sean and Erin Flynn
Tama Flynn
Vivian Folkenfl ik
Amy Forste
Ann Forstenzer
Steven and Vicki Fox
Zenobia Fox
Hillary Frank
Joel and Nancy Franklin
Jerold and Lora Freier
Dawn Fried

Harry and Jennifer Friedberg
Frannie Friedman and Alan Kass
Mark and Joanne Friedman
Tamima Friedman and Daniel Rosenblum
Jennifer Gabel
David Galef
Jeff rey Gall and Karen Rosenberg
David and Carley Graham Garcia
Sianne Garlick
John and Janice Garone
Shailendra and Priya Ghorpade
Thomas P. Giblin
Daniel F. Gill
Louise Gillis
Linda Gilman
Wladimir and Annie Giszpenc
Peter and Alica Giuff ra
Edward Gold
Rebecca Goldburg and William Goodman
Michelle Golden
Brad and Jeni Goldman
Emanuel Goldman
Lisa Goodman and Nik Kolodny
Carolyn Gould
Adam Grace and Lisanne L. Renner
Joseph Graham
Paul and Margorie Grayson
Andrew and Barbara Green
Lee Greenberger and Randy Simon
Lindsey Greenberger
Judith A. Greene
Steven and Laurel Griff 
Peter Griggs
David and Shirley Grill
Aileen and Marc Grossberg
Ellen Gruber
Patricia Grunther
IIan Grunwald
Jonathan and Cathlin Grupper
Nina Guercio
Valentin Guerin
Andrew Gutelle and Sena Messer
Ivonne Guzman Klink
Liz Gyde
Dory Hack
Jonathan Hadis
Vivian Hadis
Half Hour Book Club
Thomas Halgren and Beatrice Schaer



16

Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Suzanne Hall
Kate Haller
John Hammond and Merle Wise
Jennifer and Brian Hand
Jane Hanson and Patrick Shrout
Ayelet Haran
Bryan Harmon and Anneka Street
Dion Harmon
Kevin Harris
Krista Harris
Richard Harris
David and Kathleen Harrison
William Harrison and Lois Hull
Felice A. Harrison-Crawford
William and Joan Hearst
Stra� on and Rhonda Heath
Rachel Hecht and Francis Moloney
Frances Hecker and Richard Schwartz
Keith Hefner and Diana Autin
Eric Heilner and Lisa Korn
Fern Heinig
Eric Hellman and Karen Liu
Susan Helman and Michael Frank
Lynn Hendee
Jessica Henry and Ken Waitz
Karen Herbst

Henry J. Hersch
Carolyn Hickey
David Hicks and Marsha Kalman
Jennifer Hiraga
James and Patricia Hobin
Jill Hoff man and Leon Hojegian
Amy Hohn
Be� y Holloway
Sharon Horowitz
Ching-Fen and Margaret Ann Hsiao
Tatyana Hube
Samuel Huber and Catherine Weiss
Evan and Sarah Hudson-Plush
David and Catherine Hughes
Sharon Hurwich
Harold Hutchinson
Jennifer Igbokwe
Colleen and Benjamin Ijalana
Joseph and Lisa Imberman
Lois and Martin Infeld
Innovative Risk Management LLC
Navrooz Irani
Catherine and Philip Irwin
Darrin Jackson
Thomas Jackson
Miriam Jacobs

Photo by: Neil Gabrowsky
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Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Jeff rey and Janice Jacobson
Joshua and Sarah Jacobstein
Norman James
Vandana Jani
Elizabeth Jarit
Elizabeth Jeff erson
Carrell Jenious
Debra and Major Jennings
Claudia Jessup
Marni Jessup
Vanessa L. and Nia M. Je� er
Charles and Alice Johnson
Thomas Johnson and Christina Loccke
Juliet Jones
Leeta Jordan and Chris Kovel
Amy Josephson and Scheldon Kugelmass
David and Jeanne Josephson
Elizabeth Juviler
Martha Kaelin
Pamela and Robert Kahan
Yasuo and Emy Kamihara
Doug and Lauren Kaplan
Steve Karl
Stanley and Mary Jane Karp
Jack Kassel
Marc Katz
Carol Katzman
Nikki Katzur
Barbara Kauff man
Michelle Kehily
Kathryn Kempf
Robert and Roxanne Kent
Daniel Keppel
Laura and Ted Kiesewe� er
Rebecca Kim
Richard and Sarah Kim
Somi Kim
Melody Kimmel and Daniel Nigro
Brenda King
Paul and Carla King
Sandra Kitson
Emily Klein
Elynna Klink
Wolf Knapp and Margaret Malloy
Charles Koenig
Mike and Pam Koep
Ellen and Marshall Kolba
Anna G. Kondic
Michael and Oksana Kowal

David Kranz and Karen Szczepanski
Ann and Carl Kraus
David Kravitz
Barne�  and Bernice Kreger
Fanny Krivoy
Frances Kroeckel
Denise Kulhan
Cliff ord and Robin Kulwin
Mary and Ma�  Kunka
Ruth Kunstadter
Lynne and Lanny Kurzweil
Lisa Kus and Meryl Tillis
Carolyn Lack
Norman and Susan Ladov
Patricia LaDuca
John D. Laing
Eilish Lally
Priya Lalvani and Norman Rosenblum
Karen Lamberton
Donald Lane, Jr.
Fred and Joanne Langbein
Louis LaRegina
Tom Larson
Michael Laser and Jennifer Prost
Lauren Laskey
Stephanie and Logan LaVail
Gary and Be� y Lee
Tom and Irene Lee
A. Bryan Lees and Paula Whitlock
Carole LeFlore
John Leib
Paul Lennon
Hillary Leonard
Elaine Leporati
Robert and Mary Levai
Susan Levine
David and Debra Levy
Beverly Lewis
Martin and Carol Lewkowicz
Shirley Li
Daryl and Joerg Liebel
Phyllis Lieberman
Erik Lillquist and Heather Taylor
Laura Linn
Alan and Ann Lippel
Neena Li� on
Mallory Loehr and Michael John van Rhyn
Charles Lofl in
Daniel London and Megan Reilly
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Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Anne Lonergan
Nancy Loo
Meaghan Lorenz
Leila Loring
Carmel Loughman
Louis F. and Reberta C. Albright Foundation, Inc.
Connie Love
Marsha Love
Shirley S. Lovejoy
Ellen Lovitz and Jon Rosenhein
David W. Lowden
Steve Lucas and Emily Rosenblum
Lisse� e Lugo
Megan Lukas
Jenny Lunin
Mark and Stephanie Lurie
Mark and Florence Lurinsky
Ronald Lustgarten
Jay and Andrea Lustig
Nicola Lynch
Alexander MacBride
Susan Mack
Wendell and Ellen Maddrey
Rita F. Maggio
Rudresh Mahanthappa
Chandan and Aparna Mallik
Sean and Kathy Maloy
Rita Mañas
John and Suzanne Manners
Stan Marcus
Olga R. Marino
Michael Mark
Marcia Marley and Peter Rappoport
Susan and Charles Marro, Jr.
John Marshall and Mary Rorke
John and Frances Martin
Israel Martinez
Maribel Martinez
Joseph Mason
Letizia Ma� urri
Robert and Katherine Maurizi
Daniel Max and Sarah Blustain
Jonne McCarron
Freda McClean
Samantha McCormack
Christopher and Andrea McDonagh
Claire McDonough Mislov
Lynn McFarlane
Sharon McGahee

Theodora McKee
Eileen McMahon and David Wohl
Megan Measday
Joseph Mellicker and Judith Scheuer
Clara Melman
Robert and Barbara Meyer
Judith Meyers
Daniel Meyler
The Milano Family Fund
Lisa Milbrand
William Milczarski and Ann-Marie Nazarro
Jeanne� e and Philip Miller
Jory and Deborah Miller
Kevin Miller and Claire Wilks
Larry and Nicole Miller
Julie Millon
Sco�  and Amy Minars
Collin Minert
Kathleen M. Mirsky
Richard and Susan Mitchell
Montclair Restaurant Group Inc.
Leland and Karen Montgomery
Diane Moore and Victor Weingast
Charles Moran
Gina Moran
Susan Morante
Marilyn Morgan
Kevin and Sue Moriarty
Shelby Moser
Arlene and Harry Moskowitz
Robert Moss
Joseph and Rochelle Most
Rani Moti
Erika Munter and Benjamin Weiss
Karen Murphy
Meredith Murphy-Birdsall and Keith Reamer
Donna Myrie
Makeda Myrie
Patricia Nachtigal
Meredith Nahra
Vijay Nangia
Ronald and Diana Naspo
Steven and Debbie Nathanson
Henry and Danielle Neff 
Jeff  and Tracy Nelson
Julie Nelson
Sherri Neuwirth
Richard and Mary Newman
Nosimot Nicholls
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Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Michael and Elizabeth Norman
Mara Novak and Jim Price
Martha Nowycky
Graham and Sheila Oakes
Susan O’Brien
John and Jeanne O’Connor
Lori O’Connor
Mary O’Crowley and David Wholley
Elizabeth and David Oguss
Adeola Ojo
Sarah Olson and Paul Swanson
John Orfanidis
Jesusa G. Organista
Edward R. and Mary A. Orlando
Janet Orr
Florence and Brian O’Sullivan
Edward O� 
Over the Rainbow Early Learning Center, Inc.
Julie Overdorff 
Mark and Mary Packer
Paul and Mary Ellen Palmeri
Angela Pandolfo and Barry Roy
Marilyn Papayanis
Jennifer Patricio
Lisa Pearlstein
Tatiana Pereyra
Elizabeth Perez
Caroline Perkowski
Tom and Patricia Perlmu� er
Rachel Perten and Adam Stone

Susan Peterson
Sharon Petronaci
Mollie Pfl umm
Anita Phalon
Levonne Phillip
Luis and Nancy Pi-Sunyer
Eugene and Sharon Pi� s
Bridget and David Placek
Maya Polton
David Popiel
Betsy and Jim Poris
Jed D. Posnick
Victoria Pra�  Lucien
Tanya Priber
Carol Puchyur
Barbara Pulliam
Ma� hew Purdy and Dale Russakoff 
Deborah Ann Quirk
Susan G. Radner
Farhana Rahman
Benjamin Rao
Robert and Shelley Rawley
Amber Reed
Beverly Reilly
Barbara Reisman and Eric Scherzer
Glenn and Lyn Reiter
Susan Reitz
Mohan Renganathan
Mary Ann Renn
Cassandra Reuter
Thomson Reuters
Mary Rex
Eugene Reynolds
Marianne Ribley
Andrew Rice
Elizabeth Riggs
Andrea Ring
Robert and Nicole Rinklin
Denise C. Riordan
Kevin and Anne Riordan
Michael Rivas
Brigeth Rivera
Clinton C. Rodell
Denise Rodgers
Florence Rogers
John and Cynthia Rogers
Marcia Rogers
Katherine Rohmann
Vincent and Constance Romano
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Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Charles and Lauren Rosen
Kathy Rosenberg
Risa Rosenberg
Andrew and Mary Beth Rosenthal
Irene G. Rosenthal
Eric Roston
Margret Rothman
James Ruberton
Robert and Katherine Ruberton
Barbara Rudy
Kristen Rugel
Leslie Rugg
Simon and Christie Rule
Robert and Christine Russo
Ben and Sheila Safi rstein
Lindsey and Michael Sag
Pooja Saha
Ellen Sander
Patricia Sanders
Dave and Elsy Sandhusen
Sheryl Santiago
Maureen Savage
Joy Scally
Carole Schaff er and David Wagge� 
Kurt Schansinger
Maria Schantz
Alexander and Doris Schapira
Steven and Susan Schechter
Margaret Schmidt
Kathleen and Howard Schostack
Newton and Toni Scho� 
Lorinda Schrager
Vanessa Schreiber
Luis and Vivian Schuchinski
Bela Schwartz and June Zimmerman
James Schwei
Lisa Schweitzer
Richard and Claude� e Scutari
Erika Segall
Karen Segall
Lynn Seligman
F. Thomas and Nancy Senior
Poonam Shah
Ali Shamsi
Jo Ann Sharkey
Anjeli Sharma
David Shaw
Kelly Shaw
Ronald and Robin Sherman

Joseph and Nava Shoham
Brian Shor� 
Temima Shulman
Be� y Shvetz
Lisa Siegartel
Jessica Siegel and Richard Skeen
Jeani Silberman
Andrew and Merrill Silver
Paul and Denise Silverman
Harold Simon
Edward and Linda Rose Simpfendorfer
Cordelia Siporin
Gregory and Pamela Smith
Kevin and Joanne Smith
Mark Smith
Yvonne Smythe
Alan and Margo Sokolow
Nina E. Sonenberg
Katharine Sonnenberg
Sanford and Kathryn Sorkin
Paula Span
Karen Speth
Genevieve Spires
Donna Spivey and Nicholas Weiss
K. Stamp

Photo by: Dan Derrico
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Donors

Library Lovers ($1 - $999) - continued

Nina Steadman
Paul and Deane Stepansky
Greg Stephens
Tracey Stephens
Susan Stohr
Derek Stordahl and Jody Suden
Duane Storms
Roland and Susan Straten
Alvin Strelnick
Tage and Patricia Strom
Kalyani Subramaniam
Missy Sullivan
Thomas and Gemma Sullivan
Victoria Summers
Jane and Harvey Susswein
Susan Synno� 
Debra Taff et
Nancy Jo Taiani
Banks Tarver and Claire Walls
Robert I. and Sharon C. Taylor
Steven and Jane Tennen
Monroe and Marjorie Tenner
Frank A. Terranella
John and Betsy Thomas
Laura Thomas
Sever Totia
Max and Millie Tourtelot
William and Cynthia Treene
Alison Tribus
Jessica Elaine Troupe
Marilyn Trushell
Alexander and Cynthia Ward Tsyrlin
Richard and Nina Tucker
Jean Louis and Marsha Turlin
Edward Unger
Upper Montclair Dental Associates, PC.
Deborah Van Exel
Marcos Vargas
Kristina Variano
Kazys Varnelis
Barry Vengerik
Kenneth and Roberta Verostick
Robert and Donna Villanova
Sue W. Villarosa
Tessa Vining
Sandra Vollero-Levy
Karen Vrotsos
Darin Wacs
Karen and Jace Wagner

Peter and Lisa Wald
John Walker
Karen L. Wallace
Gerald Walle
Frank and Margo Walter
Sue and Randy Walther
Linda Wanat
David Wasmuth
Susan D. Weinstock
Leonard and Susan Weintraub
Robert and Ellen Weiser
Jay-Louise Weldon and Michael Wynne
Alfred and Barbara Weller
Sonya and Johan Wenz-Spoor
Christina and Robert Werner
Roger and Mary West
Larry and Lisa Westreich
Lois and Christopher Whipple
Dawn White
Jason and Erin White
Paula A. Whitlock
Jeanne� e Wicks
Peter and Kay Willcox
Jacklynn Williams
Kenneth Williams
Rita Williams-Bogar
Laura Wilson
Lisa Wisniewski
Leah Wolchok
Brandon Wolfe
The Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair
Francis Wood
Jane Wood
Melissa Woronoff 
Susan Youdovin
Alexandra Yurkosky
Lloyd and Margo Zbar
Ariel Zeitlin
Judith Zeitlin
E� i Zeldis
Michael and Lauren Zichelli
Don and Joan Zief
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Donors

Gi� s received January 1 - December 31, 2021
Please contact info@montclairplf.org with any questions.

The Montclair Public Library Foundation strives to be accurate in its acknowledgment of our generous 
donors. If there are errors, please let us know so they can be corrected.

Tribute Gi� s

Corporate Matching Gi� s

Grecia M. Abreu
Jack and Alex
Linphord Darlington
Aman D’Mello
William P. Ford
Reverend Kim Jeff erson
Joseph Andre Je� er
Seo Hee Koh
Diana Lunin

Jeanne O’Connor
Gene Posnick
Dawn Quinn
Gloria Robin
Alex Russo
Rozanne Storms
Max Tourtelot
Margaret C. Way
Theresa Williams

Apple Matching Gi� s Program
Bank of America Employee Giving Campaign
Blackbaud Giving Fund
BlueSnap
Broadridge Financial Solutions
Capital Group
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Comcast Universal
Goldman Sachs & Company Matching Gi� s 

Program
Google Matching Gi� s Program

IBM Foundation
Johnson & Johnson
Merck Foundation Matching Gi� 
Pew Charitable Trusts
Pfi zer Foundation Matching Gi� s Program
Prudential Foundation
RBC Capital Markets Gi� s Matching Program
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Thomson Reuters Gi� s Program
Verizon

Tribute Gi� s were made in honor or in memory of:
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Staff 

Volunteers

Barbara Farber
Karen Greenberg
Susan Harrison 
Eric Hartsfi eld

Karen Herbst
Lois Hull
Maxine Pi� man
Heloise Ruskin

John Sieck
Robert Sillery
Alan Smith 
Rosanne Spendley

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped in 2021.

Administration
Adrienne Burke
Lisa Connell
Peter Coyl
Andrew Ng
Selwa Shamy
Linda Welch
Jeanne� e Wicks

Adult School
Maurice Boyer
Joanne Ciervo
Alicea McAdams
Patricia Way

Adult Services
Tracy Crawford
Jill DeMarco
Molly Hone
Roger Kosson
Alexander Russo
Marisa Shaari
Ariel Zeitlin

Bellevue Avenue Branch
Joseph Rivera
Kristina Variano

Borrower Services
Derek Duncan
Thomas Hoesly
Dawn Quinn
Amy Raiss
Shirley Suzuki
Cindy Walker
MariAnne Yeterian

Collection & Materials Services
Kenneth French
Diane Josephs

Facilities & Security
Timothy Flowers

Youth & Teen Services
Robert Axelrod
Melanie Bruchet
Deivis Garcia
Lisa Jenkins
Alex Locke
Linda McMahan
Janet Morales
Sneha Mukherjee
Kiersten Paine
Enola Romano
Jessica Trujillo
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